
BAYLOR RELIGION SURVEYS (2021): CONSPIRATORIAL BELIEFS 
 
 
Figure 1:   Percent of Americans who agree that “the 2020 Presidential election was rigged and its outcome did not reflect the will of the 

people.”  

 
Source: Baylor Religion Survey, wave 6 (2021), n=1248 

 

Nearly one-quarter of Americans (24%) believe that the 2020 election was stolen from Donald Trump.    

When looking at sub-populations of the American public, we find that religious Americans are significantly more likely to believe in the “big lie” 

that the 2020 election was rigged against Trump.   In particular, nearly half (47%) of self-identified Biblical Literalists agree with this falsehood.   

And over one-third (36%) of “very religious” Americans subscribe to this fiction.   The group least likely to believe in the “big lie” are individuals 

who believe the Bible is a book of legends and Americans who were “never religious” during the past 10 years. 
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BAYLOR RELIGION SURVEYS (2021): CONSPIRATORIAL BELIEFS 
 
 
Figure 2:   Percent of Americans who agree that “top Democrats are involved in elite child sex-trafficking rings.”   

 
Source: Baylor Religion Survey, wave 6 (2021), n=1248 

A little over 15 percent of Americans believe in the QAnon-inspired conspiracy that leaders of the Democratic Party run a pedophile ring.    

When looking at sub-populations of the American public, we find that religious Americans are significantly more likely to believe in this 

conspiracy.   In particular, over one-third (35%) of self-identified Biblical Literalists agree with this falsehood.   And 23% of “very religious” 

Americans subscribe to this fictional narrative.   The group least likely to believe in this QAnon conspiracy are individuals who were “never 

religious” over the past 10 years and Americans who attend church less than once a year.   

  

15.3

8.8
11.5

12.9

34.5

6.2

13.9
15.3

19.7

14.9
13 13.3

23.2

10.5
13 11.9

21.9

14.8

6.1

15
17.6

21.2
19.3

11.5

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

To
ta

l S
am

p
le

B
ib

le
 is

 b
o

o
k 

o
f 

le
ge

n
d

s

B
ib

le
 h

as
 s

o
m

e
 e

rr
o

r

B
ib

le
 is

 t
ru

e

B
ib

le
 is

 li
te

ra
l

N
e

ve
r 

R
el

ig
io

u
s

Le
ss

 R
e

lig
io

u
s

St
ay

e
d

 S
am

e

M
o

re
 R

el
ig

io
u

s

N
o

t 
R

el
ig

io
u

s

Sl
ig

h
tl

y 
R

el
ig

io
u

s

M
o

d
er

at
el

y 
R

el
ig

io
u

s

V
er

y 
R

el
ig

io
u

s

N
o

t 
Sp

ir
it

u
al

Sl
ig

h
tl

y 
Sp

ir
it

u
al

M
o

d
er

at
el

y 
Sp

ir
it

u
al

V
er

y 
Sp

ir
it

u
al

N
e

ve
r

< 
Ye

ar

O
n

ce
 Y

ea
r

Se
ve

ra
l X

s 
Ye

ar

M
o

n
th

ly

W
ee

kl
y

W
ee

kl
y 

+

. Biblical Literalism Religious Change Religious Spiritual Church Attendance

Top Democrats are involved in child sex trafficking
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Figure 3:   Percent of Americans who agree that “a vaccine for COVID-19 should not be trusted.”   

 

 
Source: Baylor Religion Survey, wave 6 (2021), n=1248 

 

A little over 13 percent of Americans do not trust the COVID-19 vaccine. When looking at sub-populations of the American public, we find that 

religious Americans are significantly more likely to distrust the vaccine.   In particular, one-fifth (20%) of self-identified Biblical Literalists question 

the efficacy of the vaccine, as does 17% of “very spiritual” Americans.  The group most likely to trust the COVID vaccine are Americans who 

believe the Bible is a book of fiction and those who were never religious in the past 10 years.   Interestingly, the religion effects of rejecting the 

COVID vaccine are weaker and more complex than the religion effects on believing in the “big lie” (stolen election) and the QAnon conspiracy 

about liberal sex trafficking.    
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